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Michelangelo’s involvement in the four- nailed Crucifix model and Vittoria Colonna 
 

By Carlos Herrero Starkie 
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Relief representing the Crucifixion of Christ
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Christ Crucified

New Sacristy
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Studies for a Crucifixion
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Christ Crucified

Anatomic drawings

Crucifixion

Study for Crucified Christ
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Study for a Crucifixion

Study for a Crucifixion
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sketch for a Crucifix

"the eyelids like tenders wings protect and decorate the eyes ... her eyebrows do not adjoint 

... they are only slightly curved ... her face is encircle by ebony black hair interwoven with gold 

... flowing down ... across her temples ... adorns the broad, free, serene forehead ... the onlooker's 

eyes are fascinated by her pretty ears ... and what a lovely nose, resembling the noses of the 

Arsacid Dynasty ... executed in such a moderate and adroit way that, what hints at male 

astringency, does not at all impair her female charm". 
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Vittoria Colonna Crucified Christ
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Study for the head of Leda Ideal head of a woman

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Dearest Sir Michelangelo, I kindly request to send me for a while the Crucifix, even though 
if it's not finished, because I would like to show it to the most reverend Cardinal of Mantua, 
and if you are not busy today, please protect yourself to come and talk with me at your 

convenience. At your command. The Marquise of Pescara."  
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Crucified Christ

"Unique master Michelangelo and my most singular friend. I have received your letter and 
seen the Crucifix, which certainly has crucified in my mind all other image I have ever look at, 
I have never seen anything better made, more vivid and finished, nor explained how delicately 
and wonderfully it is made. Therefore, I have resolved not to give it to other hands then yours. 
So, if I may ask you, enlighten me, whether it is yours or another's. If it is yours, I want it from 
you at all costs, but if it is not yours and you wish to have it done by that person of yours, let us 
talk about it first, because knowing the difficulty that exists in imitating it, I am more inclined 
for that person to create something else than this. But if this is yours, I beg you to be indulgent, 
because I will not return it. I have been looking at it, in light, with a magnifying glass, and with 
a mirror, and I have never seen anything more accomplished and exquisite. I am at your 

command. The Marchesa di Pescara".  
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Crucified Christ

"Signora Marchesa. Knowing that I am in Rome, I do not think it is fair that to 
entrust the Crucifix to Mr Tommao and make him an intermediary between your Lordship 
and me, your servant, so that I can serve you. In particular because I have fulfilled your 
most desired wishes to a greater extent than for anyone in the world. But the great 
occupations in which I have been and still am involved have prevented me from making this 
known to you Lordship. Because, I know, that you know that love does not want a master, 
and he who loves does not sleep nor need intermediaries. Although it may seem that I have 
forgotten, I was doing something unexpected that I have not mentioned. Now my design has 

been thwarted." 
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Crucified Christ
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Crucified Christ
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Crucified Christ

Crucified Christ

David
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Crucified Christ

Crucified Christ

Crucified Christ

Pieta of Michelangelo detail foot Christ

Monument decorating the sepulcher of Juliano de 

Medici

David

Sculpture representing the day decorating the sepulcher of Juliano Medici
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Crucified Christ

Bacchus seen from behind

Sketch of a nude man

Male nude
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Crucified Christ

Crucified Christ

Pietà
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Crucified Christ Crucified Christ

Pietà Pietà 
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Crucified Christ

Christ Crucified
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He cambiado en este archivo las notas 1 y 2 de la nota 3 
09/04/2025 Cambio de fecha a mayo 2024 
10/4/25 
Fig A Pomarius y note 7 
Corregido en notas lo de note 23 nuevamente que indicaba en el primer punto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

28/1/25 Cambio de título 
1/02/25 COMPLETO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


